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Sofia, May 2017
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1. Data acquired from "World Health Organization Mortality Database", last accessed on 2 May 2020.

2. Literature offers no generally accepted definition of a "public mass shooting". For data collection purposes Sarah Watson's definition will be basis of categorisation for a mass shooting. However, the scope will be
further widened to include multiple perpetrators, "shootings that occur in the public and/or semi-public space, perpetrated by one offender and resulting in three or more randomly selected victims, with at least one
fatality. The term victim refers to those fatally shot and those injured; however, it does not include the perpetrator". Watson, S., (2022), Mass shootings, fatality thresholds and defining by numbers: Political and
social consequences, Criminology & Criminal Justice' vol. 110, 19, p. 4.

3. South Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons, Taming the Arsenal ~ Small Arms and Light Weapons in Bulgaria, pg. 18, (2005).

4. Blitz , 3 roMHM e IIeCTOPHOTO YOMiicTBO B KbiaTa Ha yykacuTe B HoBy MCKbD MUCTEPUsATA OCTaBa, (January 2021).
5. Balkan Insight, Drug Lord Shot at Bulgarian Beach Resort, ( June 2016).

6. DarikNews, J| W e/MH TeXKO DAHEH DM CT] s, (May 2017).

7. Data acquired from "World Health Organization Mortality Database", last accessed on 2 May 2020.
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17488958221110812
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17488958221110812
https://www.seesac.org/f/docs/SALW-Surveys/Taming-the-Arsenal-SALW-in-Bulgaria-EN.pdf
https://blitz.bg/prestplenie/3-godini-sled-shestornoto-ubiystvo-v-kashtata-na-uzhasite-v-novi-iskar-misteriyata-ostava-snimki_news790559.html
https://balkaninsight.com/2016/06/09/drug-lord-shot-in-%D0%B0-gunfight-at-bulgarian-sea-resort-06-09-2016/bi/all-balkan-countries/
https://dariknews.bg/novini/bylgariia/dvama-ubiti-i-edin-tezhko-ranen-pri-strelba-v-sofiia-snimki-2024315
https://www.who.int/data/data-collection-tools/who-mortality-database
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In the years following the fall of communism in Bulgaria, the country aiming to control The Small Arms Survey estimates that, as of 2017, there are 590,000 firearms held by
T?T the substantial firearm production, that was no longer profitable, started exporting = civilians in Bulgaria. Of those in circulation, 345,733 are registered, while the remaining

weapons to the Middle East and North Africa. After 2007, when the country became an 244,267 are considered unregistered. “
EU Me.mber State, it terminz?te.d it?, firearms explort.ing activity with t.he MENA.

According to reports, the remaining firearms were distributed by the factories to local

0CGs." The number of registered firearms in Bulgaria is high because licensed gun owners can

possess as many guns as they want and any quantity of ammunition.”

[}
)
[

-

Nowadays, Bulgaria functions as a destination and transit country for Turkish gas
pistols and Flobert-calibre firearms. These blank-firing weapons are trafficked from
Turkey through Bulgaria to Northern and Western Europe, where they are usually
converted into live-firing firearms.*

What makes Bulgaria a major hotspot for gun trafficking is the open market of blank-
Q] — firing weapons that are sold legally, at low prices with the only prerequisite the
r N — . . . ) . 13

registration of the buyer in the gun shop’s arms register.
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8. Data acquired from "Data UNODC Firearms Trafficking database", last accessed on 26 September 2023. 14. Krap, A., Estimating Global Civilian-held Firearms Numbers (Annexe), Small Arms Survey, (2018); Karp, A., Estimating Global Civilian-held Firearms Numbers (Report), Small Arms Survey, (2018).
9.Ibid. 15. National Assembly of Bulgaria,'General Dispositions’, Law on the Control of Explosives, Firearms and Ammunitions, Chapter 1, (2000).

10. Ibid.

11. Duquet, N. & Vanden Auweele, D., Project TARGET: Targeting, gun violence and trafficking in Europe, Brussels, Flemish Peace Institute, pg. 151, (2022).

12. Ibid.

13. UNODC, Illicit Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts, C and ition to, from and across the European Union, Regional Analysis Report, pg. 134, (2020).
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https://dataunodc.un.org/dp-firearms-arms-seized
https://vlaamsvredesinstituut.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/TARGET-OnlineVersion-v2022.pdf.
https://www.unodc.org/documents/firearms-protocol/2020/UNODC-EU-Report-A8_FINAL.pdf
https://www.smallarmssurvey.org/sites/default/files/resources/SAS-BP-Civilian-held-firearms-annexe.pdf
https://www.smallarmssurvey.org/sites/default/files/resources/SAS-BP-Civilian-Firearms-Numbers.pdf
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