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1. Data acquired from "World Health Organization Mortality Database”, last accessed on 2 May 2020. 
2. Literature offers no generally accepted definition of a "public mass shooting". For data collection purposes Sarah Watson's definition will be basis of categorisation for a mass shooting. However, the scope will be further
widened to include multiple perpetrators, "shootings that occur in the public and/or semi-public space, perpetrated by one offender and resulting in three or more randomly selected victims, with at least one fatality. The
term victim refers to those fatally shot and those injured; however, it does not include the perpetrator". Watson, S., (2022), Mass shootings, fatality thresholds and defining by numbers: Political and social consequences,
Criminology & Criminal Justice' vol. 1 no, 19, pg. 4. 

4. AlphaNews.Live, Το μακελειό του Στροβόλου μ' ένα G3 κι ο μοναδικός επιζών της απόλυτης φρίκης, ( September 2023).
5.  Cyprus Mail, Benny handed four life sentences for orchestrating Napa shooting,(April 2017).
6. Data acquired from "World Health Organization Mortality Database", last accessed on 2 May 2020. 

based on medical data
Homicide firearm victims: 2004-2016
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Ayia Napa, June 2016

Rival gangs shooting
AK47 Rifle and a Glock Pistol
One of the perpetrators died at the
scene, the others were arrested

5 Strovolos, June 2014

Domestic violence
G3 Automatic Rifle
Perpetrator committed suicide

4

Homicides: total 65 Accidental: total 12 Undetermined: total 8

Evolution of homicides and accidents with firearms (2004-2016)
1

 Types of Firearms Used in  Fatal Incidents 2004-2016

Handgun

Rifles and 
shotguns

Unknown

Legend

Killed

Injured

 Mass shooting

Mass Shootings since 2000
2

Lethal Gun Violence by Gender

Perpetrators of gun crime

Perpetrators of gun crime data unavailable
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https://www.who.int/data/data-collection-tools/who-mortality-database
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17488958221110812
https://www.alphanews.live/cyprus/to-makeleio-tou-strovolou-m-ena-g3-ki-o-monadikos-epizon-tis-apolytis-frikis/
https://archive.cyprus-mail.com/2017/04/12/benny-handed-four-life-sentences-orchestrating-napa-shooting/
https://www.who.int/data/data-collection-tools/who-mortality-database
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7. Cyprus Police,  Ετήσια Έκθεση 2018, (Annual Report Year 2018), pg. 12, last accessed on 9 November 2023.
8. Cyprus Police, Ετήσια Έκθεση 2019, (Annual Report Year 2019), pg. 39, last accessed on 9 November 2023.
9. Cyprus Police, Ετήσια Έκθεση 2020, (Annual Report Year 2020), pg. 56, last accessed on 9 November 2023.
10. Ibid.

The data currently available on the illicit trafficking of firearms in Cyprus are limited. 

The lack of detailed data has resulted in a vague intelligence picture of Cyprus’ role in
firearms trafficking. However, it is believed that the country’s geographical position
makes it an attractive transit point for trafficking to and from North Africa and Turkey.

There is limited data on the possession of firearms in Cyprus. 

The Small Arms Survey estimates that as of 2017 there are 285,000 firearms held by
civilians in Cyprus. Of those in circulation, 154,327 are registered, while the remaining
130,673 are believed to be unregistered. Legacy firearms constitute a considerable part
of illegally possessed guns in Cyprus. 

The long history of conflicts and political transitions that the country has been through
the past 70 years, including the Second World War, the colonial years (1955–1959), the
inter-communal violence in 1963, the crisis of 1967, and the Turkish invasion in 1974,
explain the high rates of illicit gun possession. 13

12

11. Duquet, N. & Vanden Auweele, D., Project TARGET: Targeting gun violence and trafficking in Europe, Brussels, Flemish Peace Institute, pg. 165,  (2022).
12. Krap, A., Estimating Global Civilian-held Firearms Numbers (Annexe), Small Arms Survey, (2018); Karp, A., Estimating Global Civilian-held Firearms Numbers (Report), Small Arms Survey, (2018).
13. Dressler, M., Duquet, N. & Julia Eckelmann, Project DIVERT: Forgotten weapons? Non-regularised firearms in the European Union, Brussels, Flemish Peace Institute, pg. 19, (2021).
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SeizuresSeizures 2017-2020 7-9

Context of seizures

10

61

16

90

60

40
36

73

14

75

61

Online knowledge platform by Project Insight

Parts and components data not available

Rounds of ammunition data not available

Firearms seized

555

Trafficking Possession 
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https://www.gov.cy/media/sites/175/2026/01/2018-%CE%95%CF%84%CE%AE%CF%83%CE%B9%CE%B1-%CE%88%CE%BA%CE%B8%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%B7.pdf
https://www.gov.cy/media/sites/175/2026/01/%CE%95%CE%A4%CE%97%CE%A3%CE%99%CE%91-%CE%95%CE%9A%CE%98%CE%95%CE%A3%CE%97-2019.pdf
https://www.gov.cy/media/sites/175/2026/01/2020-%CE%95%CF%84%CE%AE%CF%83%CE%B9%CE%B1-%CE%88%CE%BA%CE%B8%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%B7.pdf
https://vlaamsvredesinstituut.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/TARGET-OnlineVersion-v2022.pdf.
https://www.smallarmssurvey.org/sites/default/files/resources/SAS-BP-Civilian-held-firearms-annexe.pdf
https://www.smallarmssurvey.org/sites/default/files/resources/SAS-BP-Civilian-Firearms-Numbers.pdf
https://vlaamsvredesinstituut.eu/en/report/5040/
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