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Mass Shootings since 2000
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Kauhajoki, September 2008 5-6

School shooting
Semi-automatic pistol (legal ownership)
Perpertrator also commited suicide

Shopping mall shooting 
9 mm CZ 75 pistol (stolen in
burglary 1990)
Perpetrator committed suicide

Shooting occurred outside a
restaurant
Hunting rifle
Perpetrator arrested

Imatra, December 2016

Jokela,  November 2007
3-4

School shooting
Semi-automatic pistol (legal
ownership)
Perpertrator also commited suicide

Homicides: total 317 Accidental: total 22 Undetermined: total 27

1. Data acquired from "World Health Organization. Detailed Mortality Database": https://www.who.int/healthinfo/mortality_data/en/, last accessed on 2 May 2020. 
2. Literature offers no generally accepted definition of a “public mass shooting. For data collection purposes Sarah Watson's definition will be basis of categorisation for a mass shooting. However, the scope will be
further widened to include multiple perpetrators, "shootings that occur in the public and/or semi-public space, perpetrated by one offender and resulting in three or more randomly selected victims, with at least one
fatality. The term victim refers to those fatally shot and those injured; however, it does not include the perpetrator". Watson, S., (2022), Mass shootings, fatality thresholds and defining by numbers: Political and social
consequences, Criminology & Criminal Justice' vol. 1 no, 19, pg. 4. 
3. Kantola, J., Norocel, O. V. & Repo, J., Gendering violence in the school shootings in Finland, The European Journal of women’s studies, vol. 18, no, 2, pg. 183-197, (2011).
4. Kiilakoski, T. & Nurmi, J. & Oksane, A., Coping with Tragedy, Reacting to an Event: The Case of the Jokela School Shooting in Finland, Young, vol. 22, no. 4, pg. 345-360, (2014).
5. Kantola, J., Norocel, O. V. & Repo, J., Gendering violence in the school shootings in Finland, The European Journal of women’s studies, vol. 18, no, 2, pg. 183-197, (2011).

based on medical data 11

9Espoo, December 2009 7-8

While males make up the majority of the perpetrators of all annual homicides in Finland, an academic
study reveals that from 1993 to 2005 compared to previous years, factors influencing female
perpetrators before and during the homicide have increasingly become more similar to male
perpetrators. For instance, improved gender equality in the country as well as the increased alcohol
consumption by women from 1969 to 2009 seems to have influenced female-perpetrated spousal
homicides. 12
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Evolution of homicides and accidents with firearms (2000-2015)

 Types of Firearms Used in  Fatal Incidents 2000-2015

Perpetrators of gun crime

Lethal Gun Violence by Gender

Pu
bl

is
h

ed
: D

ec
em

be
r 

20
23

Project Insight is funded by the European
Union’s Internal Security Fund — Police and
coordinated by the Flemish Peace Institute.

The content of this publication represents the views of the authors only and is his/her sole responsibility. 
The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.

https://www.bka.de/DE/AktuelleInformationen/StatistikenLagebilder/PolizeilicheKriminalstatistik/PKS2020/PKSTabellen/BundTV/bundTV.html?nn=145506
https://schoolshooters.info/sites/default/files/Kauhajoki%20School%20Shooting.pdf
https://www.bka.de/DE/AktuelleInformationen/StatistikenLagebilder/PolizeilicheKriminalstatistik/PKS2020/PKSTabellen/BundTV/bundTV.html?nn=145506
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-finland-shooting-idUSTRE5BU0UC20091231
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https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Gesundheit/Todesursachen/_inhalt.html#sprg475708
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The regulation of handguns since two school shootings in the 2000s has led to the
increasingly popularity of (converted) gas pistols. These are usually purchased online
but can also regularly be found in postal packages. 

Finland is a destination and transit country for the illegal trafficking of firearms. In
2014 Finland reported that up to 70% of its firearms seized are imported.

Finnish customs reported firearms trafficking offences to be relatively stable between
the years 2013-15 but more than doubled for the year 2016.16

15

As a result of the 2017 EU firearms directive and its subsequent national
implementation, Finland has streamlined its permit process with the goal to do so
without compromising gun safety.

Finland has a substantial national reservoir of legal firearms in comparison to other EU
states.  Finland's Ministry of the Interior states that over 1,500,000 licensed firearms
are in the country.   As of 2019 the discrepancy between registered hunters (303,000)
and licensed weapons (1,500,000+) is disproportionality large. Such a large discrepancy
can lead to the embezzlement of firearms.
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https://www.unodc.org/documents/firearms-protocol/Country_Factsheet_WEB.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/723450e3-0783-11e6-b713-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://vlaamsvredesinstituut.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/TARGET-OnlineVersion-v2022.pdf
https://intermin.fi/en/police/firearms/police/firearms/firearms-legislation
https://vlaamsvredesinstituut.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/TARGET-OnlineVersion-v2022.pdf
https://intermin.fi/en/police/firearms#:~:text=Finland%20is%20a%20country%20of,rests%20with%20local%20police%20departments
https://yle.fi/a/3-11117995

