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Evolution of homicides and accidents with firearms (2000-2015)
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Firearms that are trafficked into Spain do not ususally stay in the country but they are  
transit to other countries and continents. That is directly connected with the low rates
of arms violence that the country is experiencing, as the trafficked firearms tend not
to be used lethally in Spain but they cause violence in their place of destination.

Spain’s quantitative data on firearms trafficking are among the most complete in
Europe.

Gun trafficking in Spain usually involves the reactivation or reconversion of firearms
that were either improperly deactivated or converted into blank-firing firearms.  The
non-lethal weapons that were produced or brought into the country before 2011/2015
were converted into lethal in clandestine workshops.
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According to Spain's Ministry of Interior, granted firearm's licences have continually
decreased year on year  from 2015 to 2021 (1,625,186 to 1,492,571). Licences are
primarily granted for long rifled (5.6mm) shotguns. While, private small arms
licences make up the least of licence approvals. 
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